
United Methodist Church of Wilton
Weekly News, November 23, 2025

Greetings Church Family

PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN: UMH #102 “Now Thank We All Our God”  all verses

CALL TO WORSHIP
L: O Lord, our Lord, how majesƟc is Your Name in all the earth!
P: Lord, we praise Your Name, the Name above all names!

OPENING PRAYER: Holy, powerful, and majestic King of Kings, we praise You for Your love, grace, 
mercy, and forgiveness. Without You we would be lost, without hope and without Your Presence to light 
our path. Jesus, Light of the World, guide us in Your ways and wisdom and let us live for Your glory in this
world that so badly needs You. In Your name we pray, amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC/PRAISE BAND

JOYS AND CONCERNS
SILENT PRAYER/PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER
HYMN OF REFLECTION: UMH #694  “Come Ye Thankful People Come” all 4 verses

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HEARING GOD’S WORD: Luke 1:26-38
HYMN OF PREPARATION: UMH #204 “Emmanuel, Emmanuel” 2  times
MESSAGE: QUESTIONING CHRISTMAS: #1: “WHY MARY?”

WORSHIPING GOD WITH OUR GIFTS
PRAYER OF DEDICATION: Thank you God for all Your gifts that bless our lives; family, friends, 
jobs, goods, shelter, food, water, all You give us to sustain life. Don’t let us take it all for granted but be 
thankful and give You glory for all of it! In Christ’s name we pray, amen.

BENEDICTION

CLOSING HYMN: TFWS #2036 "Give Thanks"

POSTLUDE



JOYS AND CONCERNS

Current Prayers
*Family of Pastor Mike Biklen who passed away this past week.
*From Bree; first time here; asking prayers for her mom Tiffany with health issues.
*Nolan Scott had surgery this week; prayers for his recovery.
*Donna Paper is having vision and sleep problems; had an MRI this week.
*Penny’s brother Steve doing better goes back to doctor on the 10th.
*Anne’s nephew’s father who is having very serious back issues.
*Connie Zeleny’s 11-month old grandson who is very sick and in the hospital and her 
friend Kim who was attacked by a dog and is in ICU.
*Connie Zeleny who has not been feeling well.
*The churches and communities served by Father Guillermo Trevino who passed away 
suddenly.
*John Miller, maintenance director at Wesley Woods, had cancer surgery Nov. 4.
*Joe Akers having another procedure.
*Jane Seibel who will receive bone marrow transplant.
*Gerry Pedersen who has an infection in her foot.
*From Amy Maxwell: prayers for Skyler and Jordyn who have recently lost 3 grandparents.
*From Amy: cousin Christopher can speak for up to 5 minutes, read with comprehension,
  and see perfectly; legs/arms working better.
*Bruce Walker’s cousin Jim Dierdorfer and his wife struggling with health issues.
*Sunday School, confirmation, and other fall activities.
*Diane Budding who is battling cancer.
*Becky Allgood’s mom Glenna Van Atta who is at home.
*Jennifer Wheelock who is waiting on a potential kidney donation.
*Janel Proesch who had a stroke and is in rehab.
*Lane, as he is struggling with physical and mental health issues.
*Quincy Sawvell who has bone cancer in his arm and is undergoing treatment.
*Kenny Koehler who is battling cancer.
*Penny McKillip’s niece Davina who is undergoing cancer treatments.

Continuing Prayers
*Prayers for Bruce Walker.
*Those in our community and surrounding area who were recently deployed:
  Reid Johnson, Josh Sherwood, Casey Gephart, Daryn Clark, Dru Foster, Logan Reddick,
  Nick Metzger, Bryce Thomas, Brad Allen, and Aaron Ellenberg.
*Ron Soenksen, who is home and continues with rehab.
*Chad Morgan who is in a facility in Wheaton, IL.
*Joe Akers’ brother, Ben, who continues his cancer treatments.
*Judy Swanson, who had a stroke and is in rehab.
*Shirley Brisker as she deals with health issues.
*Jamie Holladay who is battling cancer.
*Rosemary McCallister asks for prayers for her nephew. He is continuing to continue
  treatment and surgeries.
*Martha McCallister has asked for prayers for Rosemary McCallister who is dealing with
  several health issues.



*Sandy Kraklio has asked for prayers for her nieces, Nicole & Cindy, who are both battling
  cancer.
*Prayers for all the organizations doing excellent work that receive federal funding and are
  Uncertain what funding will be cut, and all those who have lost their jobs.
*Please keep these members in your prayers and drop them a cheerful note:
    Homebound: Glenna Van Atta
    Cedar Manor, Tipton: Earl Denkman
    Leland Smith Assisted Living: Rita Sloan
*Prayers for places where there is conflict and violence and that there would be peace. 
*Prayers for all the places where people are struggling and afraid.
*Prayers for immigrants in this area and this country, that they will know they are made in
  God’s image, and that there are people reaching out with compassion.
*Prayers for peaceful interaction between protesters and immigration officials.
*Prayers for Palestinian Christians in the Middle East.
*Prayers for food supply problems in Gaza

Contact information for Pastor Brian Channel
Church Office hours M-Th 9am to Noon,

Afternoons by appointment.
(Walk-ins are also welcome)

Friday is his day off.

Cell: 319-929-8847
Email: blchan1969@gmail.com

ADVENT SERIES: “QUESTIONING CHRISTMAS”

11/23/25 “Why Mary?” Luke 1:26-38

11/30/25 “Why Bethlehem?” (Hanging of Greens) Micah 5:1-2; MaƩhew 2:1-8

12/7/25 “Why the Shepherds?” Luke 2:1-20

12/14/25 Christmas Program/Dinner

12/21/25 “Why the Wise Men?” MaƩhew 2:1-12

12/24/25 “The Big QuesƟon: Why JESUS?” MaƩhew 1:18-25



CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Week of November 23, 2025

Upcoming Calendar Events/Reminders

TODAY IS BLANKET SUNDAY! This is another opportunity for us to serve our neighbors. The blankets
remain at $10 this year. The Mission Team will be able to match offerings up to $1000. Please 
write “Blankets” on the memo line of your check or on the offering envelope. Praise God for the 
blessings He daily provides us!

HANGING OF THE GREENS during our service next week; need volunteers to carry in the 
various decorations.

NO CONFIRMATION CLASS NEXT SUNDAY November 30  th   Thanksgiving Break!

ADVENT LUNCHEONS will be Dec. 2, 9, 16, & 23 at 12:10 PM. Everyone is welcome!
-December 2: hosted by First Presbyterian, speaker Pastor Cindy Axtell
-December 9: hosted by Peace UMC at UMC of Wilton, speaker Pastor Rodney Underwood
-December 16: hosted by Gloria Dei Lutheran, speaker Pastor Patrick Slessor
-December 23: hosted by St. Mary’s Catholic Church, speaker Pastor Jennifer Jennings

AN ADVENT BIBLE STUDY led by Pastor Brian will run December 3, 10, & 17 at 5:30 PM;
schedule is below and all are welcome. We will meet in the Adult Sunday School Room.

First Week: “A Child Will be Born to Us/Birth of Christ” Read Micah 5:1-2; Isaiah 9:1-6; Matt. 1:18-25

Second Week: “The Shepherds and the Angels” Read Luke 2:1-20

Third Week: “The Visit of the Magi/Wise Men” Read Matthew 2:1-12

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTERS NEEDED. Can be an individual, group, family, or couple. 
There is a sign-up sheet at the back. Please include email so Pastor Brian can send you a 
short script to read during the candle lighting each Sunday of Advent. Thank you!

NEXT FAMILY FUN NIGHT is December 3 at 5:30 PM. Everyone welcome! Bring a friend!

COMMUNION HELPERS SIGN-UP on the back table; we need three people each month 
to help. See Pastor Brian if you have any questions. Thanks!

SCRIPTURE READERS NEEDED: There is a sign-up sheet in fellowship hall for those who
would be willing to read Scripture. Please include your phone number and email and the 
pastor will send you the scriptures ahead of time. Thank you!

*Family Fun   Night   December 3rd & 17th at 5:30 PM!



ONGOING EVENTS

Sewing Group - 9:00 am on Tuesday mornings. Now working on blankets!
Praise Band - rehearses on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
Knitting Group – The Third Monday of the Month.

Church Calendar: Our church secretary, Chris Putnam, coordinates the 
church calendar. If you have items for the December calendar, please email 
them to Chris at umcwiltn@netwtc.net. The November calendar is available at
church and online.

Serving Together
There is a lot that goes into the operations of the church to help keep our 
finances, buildings, and missions in good shape and moving forward. Because
we want members to prayerfully consider joining a committee or team, we 
will be describing these different groups in the newsletter over the next 
several weeks. Our goal is to help everyone understand the inner workings of 
our church and all that it takes to continue supporting God's mission. Don’t 
wait for someone else to step up, we need you!

REMINDER: there is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall from the Trustees for 
various things needing done around the church. Thank you!

Thank you for your prayers and steadfast faithfulness!
God loves you, we love you, and there's nothing you can do 
about it!


