
The United Methodist Church of Wilton 
 

Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Newsletter: March 2018 

Our Vision Statement:   
 

As loving Christian disciples who 
experience Godôs presence and 
power through prayerful worship, 
we share our gifts, nurture all ages 
to grow in faith, and spread the 
Gospel through missions at home 
and beyond.  Through our actions: 

 

We care, love, and serve.  

 

United Methodist Church  
of Wilton 

 

P.O. Box 57 
1401 Maurer Street 
Wilton, IA 52778-0057 

 

Secretaryôs Office:  563-732-2084 
 

Pastorôs Study:  563-732-2484 
 

Secretaryôs E-mail: 
umcwiltn@netwtc.net 

 

Pastorôs E-mail: 

pastorstevebraudt@gmail.com 

 

Web Site: www.umcofwilton.org 
 

 
Find us on Facebook! 

 

 
 

Secretaryôs Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday 

          9:00-12:00 and 1:00-3:00 
 

Pastorôs Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 
9:00-12:00 or by appointment 

 

         Pastor               Secretary 
    Steve Braudt          Chris Putnam 
 

District Superintendent   
Lilian Gallo-Seagren 

 

Field Outreach Minister   
Phil Carver 

 

Iowa Area Bishop   
Laurie Haller 

What is Lent - A Time Set Aside 
Lent is a time to open the doors of our hearts wide and understand the 
life and path that Jesus took for us, so that when Holy Week comes, it is 
not just another day of the year but an time to receive the Grace God has 
to offer. 
 

How Lent Started 
The Lenten season developed as part of the historical Christian calendar 
and celebrated by Catholics and Protestant churches. Although it has 
varied through time and through different cultures, it basically has re-
mained the same: open your hearts to God's refining grace through pray-
er, confession, fasting, and charity as we prepare for Holy Week. Lent 
lasts forty days, modeled after Christ's forty days in the wilderness, and 
ends on Good Friday.  
 

Practicing Lent Today 
Here are some of the key points about the Lenten season, along with 
some of the symbolism that comes with it.  
¶   tǳǊǇƭŜΥ  Churches that celebrate Lent choose the deepest, darkest 
shade of purple for this season. They may also strip their churches 
bare of some of the usual decorations adorning the walls. Purple is the 
color of repentance for sins and also symbolizes the state of our souls 
outside the light of Christ.  
¶   /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΥ Lent is a season of repentance. The 40 days are set aside to 
really examine areas of sin in our lives. The goal is to honestly exam-
ine your life and to make a commitment to change in the areas that you 
need to change to be a better Christian.  
¶   CŀǎǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ Prayer: Fasting is a practice that has really gone by the 
wayside in many Christian communities. Fasting is a way of denying 
ourselves the excesses of life so that we might be more attuned to the 
God's voice. And, fasting is also a way of participating, in a small 
way, in the sufferings of Christ and can be particularly powerful when 
accompanied by prayer and confession. 
¶  /ƘŀǊƛǘȅΥ A very important element of the Lenten season is becoming 
aware of not only the suffering and sacrifice of Christ but also to the 
suffering of others.  

 

Salaam ï Pastor Steve 
Micah 6:8 ñHe has told you, O mortal, what is good;  

and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice,  

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

March 4th ï Guest Preacher Mike Herman 
  Pastor Steve will be at the ñNow Initiativeò as the keynote speaker! 

March 11th ï 25th Lenten Sermon Series:  
ñThe Trail of Tears ï Jesusô Journey to Jerusalemò   

This sermon series will drawing on texts from all three Synoptic Gospels, tracing the 
events of Jesus' final journey into Jerusalem and toward crucifixion. We will look at 
parallel scripture passages from Matthew, Mark, and Luke, where we will make new 
discoveries and explore some different viewpoints of the passion narratives. 
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         March 
 

3/6    Ben Ayers 

3/6    Steve Callison 

3/8    Arlene Scott 

3/9    Phyllis Knouse 

3/9    Barb Schmoll 

3/10  Courtney Drumm 

3/10  Paul Drumm  

3/10  Jerry Petersen 

3/10  Derek McQuillen 

3/11  Mike Pestle 

3/12  Don Norton 

3/14  Calvin Bezdek 

3/16  Jacob Fratzke 

3/18  Kara Anderson 

3/19  Rose Brown 

3/21  Kael Bronner 

3/21  Kenny McCallister  

3/21  Courtney Ralfs 

3/21  Hannah Ralfs 

3/21  Lily Bezdek 

3/21  Glenna VanAtta 

3/22  Megan Graff 

3/22  Jill Proctor 

3/23  Todd Carter 

3/23  Paula Grings 

3/23  Travis Hugunin  

3/23  Art Walker 

3/23  Bruce Walker 

3/27  Stanley Berry 

3/28  Deanna Petersen 

3/29  Mike Bezdek 

3/30  A.J. Darting 

3/30  Taley Langley 

3/30  Lyle Marolf 

3/31  Judy Brisker 

3/31  Aaron Steffens 

 

Lenten Luncheons (12:10 p.m.) 
 

 March 6:  Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Durant 

                   Preaching: Pastor Kerry Jennings  
 

 March 13: United Methodist Church, Wilton                    

        Preaching: Father Dave Steinle  
 

 March 20:  First Presbyterian Church in Wilton 

                   Preaching: Mother Alice Haugen  
 

 March 27:  St. Paulôs Episcopal Church, Durant     

                   Preaching: Pastor Jennifer Jennings  

Welcome!  
 
 

Rowen  
Lee  

Rhoads  
 
Baptized:  
Feb. 18, 

2018  
 
 
 

Birthdate: Nov. 18, 2017  
 

Parents,  
Rick & Sherry Rhoads,  

 

Grandparents,  
Lance & Lesa Kephart  

         March 
 

3/04  Don & Lois Kiser 
3/09  Howard & Liz Hilton 
3/09  Jerry & Rita Sloan 
3/15  Tim & Connie Marolf 
3/19  Brent & Deanna Marks 
3/25  Brad & Katie Longlett 
3/28  Jared & Janelle Sneddon 


